Association for the Blind of WA

Training courses 2009
The Association supports your training of clients by providing qualified trainers with experience in providing learning support for people with vision impairment, classrooms set up with assistive technologies, course materials available in your preferred format, and a low student to trainer ratio.

To register your interest or for further information, please contact Customer Services Officer by Tel:6222 4904 or email: teis@guidedogswa.com.au
Courses
Braille Blazers
This is a ten week course aimed at people who wish to explore the world of Braille.  Learn how to read and write basic Braille using a variety of tools, play cards and games, label CDs, DVDs, spice jars and other everyday items.  Learn in a small group for three hours per week, with some homework of course! This is a great way to try Braille and discover whether you wish to continue to a more advanced level.

Entry requirements: 
None

Braille Reading and Writing Development
This course is for people who wish to read large volumes of text such as novels or who wish to maintain their literacy skills.  The course will involve commitment to a 30 week course for three hours per week with additional home reading practice.

Entry requirements:  
Braille Blazers or proficiency in Grade 1 Braille.  Applicants will be assessed for literacy and tactile skills

Braille Reading Practice
Reading groups provide opportunities to maintain Braille reading skills.  A beginner reading group is available for people who have recently completed the Braille Reading and Writing Development course.  A more advanced group will provide you with the opportunity to practice reading to a high standard.

Entry requirements: 
Proficiency in Braille Reading and Writing

Braille for People who are Sighted
This is a 20 week course for people with vision who wish to learn Braille.  Typically it assists parents and teachers of people with a vision impairment and also provides a foundation for people who may wish to become volunteer Braille transcribers for the Association.  

Entry requirements:  
None

Fee:  
This course incurs a fee in accordance with the Association’s Schedule of Fees and Charges.

CISCO Academy
The CISCO Training Academy, established by Curtin University and the Association for the Blind of WA, is the first of its kind in the world to cater for the needs of students who are blind or vision impaired.

On successful completion of this course you will have a fundamental level understanding of hardware and networking operating systems. Some of the skills and knowledge gained will include how to: 

•
install, configure, and operate local area networks, wide area networks and dial access services for medium to large sized networks;

•
use decision-making and problem-solving techniques to resolve networking issues; 

•
undertake the proper care, maintenance and use of networking software tools and equipment; and

•
learn how to build a computer and install different versions of the Microsoft Windows operating system.

Entry requirements: 
generally, a minimum entry age of 16 years or someone entering year 11; literacy skills to year 10 level (minimum); and familiarity with any assistive technology required to access a computer.

Course duration:  
one academic year

Time:
Two days per week

